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A Petition by Women’s and Other Organisations in Maharashtra
To,

The Honourable Chief Minister, Shri Uddhav Thackeray,

6th Floor, Mantralaya,
Madam Kama Road, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk,
Mumbai - 400032, Maharashtra, India

CC Smt. Adv. Yashomati Chandrakant Thakur (Sonawane),

Hon'ble Minister Women and Child Development Department Room No0.540 Annex,
Mantralaya, Madam Kama Road,

Hutatma Rajguru Chowk, Mumbai - 400032,

Maharashtra, India

Re: Alleviating the Impact of the Covid 19 Lockdown on Women and Girls

Honourable Sir,

We, women’s and civil society organisations and concerned citizens, are deeply concerned about
the impact of the Covid 19 Lockdown on women and girls. We understand that there is a need for
the Lockdown and its continuation as the virus spreads but its impact is deepening pre existing
inequalities, increasing vulnerability and violence against women.

So whilst we grapple with this unusual global situation of corona virus, we also need to put into
place measures and policies which will maintain the human rights of women and girls.

Violence on Women

The UN has called it the Shadow Pandemic, and the world over, we are seeing a surge in domestic
violence on women. In India the National Commission for Women has recorded more than a
twofold rise in the month of March.

Required Measures:

- PCR No. 100, or any other Helplines of the Government should telephonically connect any
persons calling to report gender-based violence, to existing service providers, FCC and
protection officers

- In case of calls regarding gender-based violence received by PCR No. 100, to provide statutory
response in severe cases, even though there is pandemic ongoing

- Directive to all cable operators to show slide and messages by celebrities on Stopping Domestic
Violence and helpline numbers

- Advisory to mobile service operators to insert message on stopping domestic violence during
lockdown

- Establishing a Women'’s Cell in every state and municipal hospital for survivors of violence

- Setting up a separate desk with a woman constable in every police station



- Dissemination of a list of women’s organisations and counselling centres in social media and
press

- Selection of a number of Shelter Homes for extreme cases of violence and publishing the list

- Issuing a Directive to all Protection Officers to attend to domestic violence cases in districts

- Keep courts open to hear cases of domestic and other violence cases

- Police permission for travelling to hospitals for health services and arranging for ambulance to
get to hospitals for emergencies like childbirth

- Police to reach out to woman and provide transport to shelter or any safe space woman might
need to enable her to leave abuser.

The Impact on Health

Data shows that women’s health is precarious because of low nutrition, lack of medical attention
and repeated pregnancies. The majority of Indian women are anaemic. The Lockdown is going to
affect them adversely with the unavailability of basic rations and vegetables as well as increased
domestic work in the house as they cater to all old and young members. There are a large number
of women in the healthcare workforce who are vulnerable and in need of PPE. There are specific
groups of women and trans people who are vulnerable. Infrastructure like slum dwelling and lack
of sanitation adds to the problems.

Required Measures:

- Women have restricted access to information on health and other info so it must be provided to
them by use of radio and ledflets.

- Disseminate a list of all mental health organisations for support of women who need it

- Keep OPDs open so women can access basic health, contraception, abortions and pregnancy
check ups

- Make a public announcement of sharing of housework between men and women in the home

- Make rations and free grains available to all poor people regardless of ration card or Adhaar
status along with soap and sanitary pads

- Government should publicise systems on how to apply for community kitchens in communities
which have migrant labour/non ration card holders. Rations to these kitchens or financial aid to
manage these kitchens should be provided by the State

- Make special effort through Self Help Groups of identifying single women, women headed
households, trans, elderly, beggars, homeless for making direct cash transfers to them

- Expedite the distribution of food under mid-day meal and anganwadi schemes to the family of
children or at some pick up point so they do not suffer from starvation.

- Availability of water for longer hours in community taps or provision of tanker water to slum
communities which do not have legal water connections.

- All frontline women health workers should be provided with PPEs. Those who are pregnant or
having pre existing health issues should be allowed to opt out without it affecting their service
conditions.

- Mobile toilets and existing toilets public toilets should be sanitised twice a day. These toilets
should be provided with sufficient water to ensure cleanliness

Impact on Paid and Unpaid Work

Women workers are by and large part of the Informal Sector and earn low and insecure wages. In
the Lockdown, their daily wages have stopped and they are in dire needs especially those running
their own households. Besides, women also form the frontline in the health sector and as
community workers. They need protection. Women do most of the housework or unpaid work in
the home which requires amenities like water and cooking gas

Required Measures:



- Give Self Help Groups jobs of making homemade masks for sale for use by govt personnel

- Direct cash transfers to poor women in the Informal Sector who have lost their livelihood

- Supply of masks and protective gear for all health and community workers

- Pending wages for MNREGS to be paid with immediate effect and unemployment wages to be
paid under MNREGS for all job card holders

- Urgently start work under MNREGA and make it available to all on demand with priority to
women landless labourers.

- Ensure women hawkers of essential supplies like vegetable and fish sellers are allowed to hawk

- Support rural women to bring agricultural produce to markets

- Small grants as direct benefit transfers to elderly distressed and disabled women

- Easy access for women to forests commons while maintaining physical distance

- Purchase support for women forest produce collectors

Specific Groups

There are specific groups like the homeless, disabled, mentally challenged, trans people, women in
prison, beggars, undocumented workers, women in sex work, women in state institutions who are
virtually incarcerated and need to be given attention as they are living in dormitories and cells in
groups.

Required Measures:

- The homeless should be provided shelter in organised camps for the period of the Lockdown

- Ensure that all women in institutions have sanitation facilities and adequate food

- Allwomen whose livelihood is affected should have access to all government welfare schemes
and relief packages irrespective of documentation.

The Lockdown has reversed some of the gains made by the women’s movement for the freedoms
and rights of women. We need measures and policies to cushion this impact and build a plan for
the post Lockdown phase when there will be a re-construction of the lives and work of our citizens.

The signatories of this Petition are from different parts of Maharashtra and would urge you to take
necessary steps immediately for minimizing the dire impact of the Lockdown on women and girls.

We would also like to bring to your notice that amidst the pandemic of Covid-19, state human
resources are already stretched. Against this backdrop, we truly believe that the govt needs to
adopt a collaborative approach to respond to wide ranging issues such as the one we are referring
to by inviting individuals and institutions including civil society and NGOs to build on their expertise
to develop necessary response systems. We do think that constituting task forces at state and
district level will immensely help to have functional systems in place. It will also lessen the burden
on the state machinery.

Signatories

Women'’s and Other Groups from Maharashtra

1) Nari Atyachar Virodhi Manch

2) MASUM

3) Aksharacentre

4) Stree Mukti Sanghatana

5) Special Cell for women and Children

6) RCIVAW

7) Sonya Gill, Prachi Hatiwlekar - Akhil Bharatiya Janwadi Mahila Sanghatana



8) Anita Pagare - Sangini Mahila Jagruti Mandal

9) Lata Pujari - Sophia Centre for Women's Studies and Development

10) Lakshmi and Jaya Menon — Women Networking

11) Ram Puniyani Centre for Study of Society and Secularism

12) SRUJAN

13) Jagruti We Do

14) Adv. Arun Jadhav — Gramin Vikas Kendra, Jamkhed

15) Kusumtai Chaudhari Mabhila Kalyani

16) Shashikant Ahankari - Halo Medical Foundation

17) Nisha Shiurkar — Samajwadi Janparishad

18) Work For Equality

19) Pramila Sharma-Kshamata

20) Vikas Adhyayan Kendra

21) Community Development Trust

22) Ritu Dewan, Indian Society of Labour Economics

23) Suvarna Damle, Prakriti, Lonara, Nagpur, Maharashtra

24) Sangeeta Rege, CEHAT

25) Indira Jaising, Mumbai Lawyers Collective

26) Virginia Saldanha, Indian Christian Women's Movement

27) Suriya Jan, CORO India

28) Poornima Chikarmane, Kagad Kach Patra Kashtakari Panchayat, Pune

29) Prasanna Invally, Justice Coalition of Religious, Maharashtra

30) Jan Swasthya Abhiyan, Mumbai

31) Amrita Sharma, Aajeevika Bureau, Mumbai

32) Seema Kulkarni, MAAKAM

33) CS Lakshmi SPARROW

34) Bishaka Dutta, Point of View

35) Medha Kotwal, Alocahana

36) Digamber Birajdar, Muskaan Prakalp FFCP

37) Sunita VS Bandewar, Health, Ethics and Law Institute of Forum for Medical Ethics Society
Vidhayak Trust

38) Meena Seshu, VAMP

39) Sonal Shukla, Vacha

40) Harish Sadani from Men Against Violence and Abuse (MAVA)

41) Shweta Damle, Habitat and Livelihood Welfare Association

42) Mumbai Responds - A network of organizations and individuals involved in relief work
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